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DISCLAIMER 
 
No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Shire of Shark Bay for any 
act, omission or statement or intimation occurring during Council/Committee meetings 
or during formal/informal conversations with Council members or staff. 
 
The Shire of Shark Bay disclaims any liability for any loss whatsoever and howsoever 
caused arising out of reliance by any person or legal entity on any such act, omission 
or statement or intimation occurring during Council/Committee meetings or 
discussions.  Any person or legal entity who acts or fails to act in reliance upon any 
statement, act or omission does so at that person’s or legal entity’s own risk. 
 
In particular and without derogating in any way from the broad disclaimer above, in 
any discussion regarding any planning application or application for a licence, any 
statement or intimation of approval made by a member or officer of the Shire of Shark 
Bay during the course of any meeting is not intended to be and is not to be taken as 
notice of approval from the Shire of Shark Bay. 
 
The Shire of Shark Bay advises that no action should be taken on any application or 
item discussed at a Council meeting and should only rely on WRITTEN ADVICE 
of the outcome and any conditions attaching to the decision made by the Shire of 
Shark Bay. 
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The unconfirmed minutes of the Audit Committee held in the Council Chamber at the Shark 
Bay Recreation Centre, Francis Street, Denham on 17 May 2023 commencing at 1.30 pm. 
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AC1.0 DECLARATION OF OPENING 
 The Chairperson, Cr Cowell, declared the Audit Committee open at 1.34pm. 
 

AC2.0 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
 

I would like to acknowledge the Malgana Peoples as the traditional custodians of the 
land and sea in and around the Shire of Shark Bay.  

I pay my respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 

 

AC3.0 RECORD OF ATTENDANCES / APOLOGIES / LEAVE OF ABSENCE GRANTED 
 
 ATTENDANCES 

Cr C Cowell  Chairperson  
Cr L Bellottie 
Cr M Smith 
Cr P Stubberfield 
Cr M Vankova 
 
Mr D Chapman Chief Executive Officer 
Ms A Pears  Executive Manager Finance and Administration 
Mrs D Wilkes  Executive Manager Community Development 
Mr B Galvin  Works Manager 
Mrs R Mettam  Executive Assistant 

 
 APOLOGIES 

Cr G Ridgley 
Cr E Fenny 

 
 VISITORS 
 Nil  
 

AC4.0 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 
AC4.1 CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 29 MARCH 

2023 
 
 Moved  Cr Smith 
 Seconded Cr Vankova 
 
 Audit Committee Resolution 

That the minutes of the Audit Committee meeting held on 29 March 2023, as 
circulated to all Committee members, be confirmed as a true and accurate 
record. 
        5/0 CARRIED 
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AC5.0 AUDIT COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 
AC5.1 2021/2022 ANNUAL REPORT 
 

Author 
Executive Manager Finance and Administration 
 
Disclosure of Any Interest  
Nil 
 
 
Moved  Cr Smith 
Seconded Cr Stubberfield  
 
Audit Committee Resolution 
That the Audit Committee recommend that Council: 

1. Receive and Accept the Annual Report for the 2021/2022 financial year. 
2. Receive and Accept the Annual Financial and Auditors reports for the 

2021/2022 financial year. 
3. Set the date for the Annual General Meeting of electors for Wednesday 21 

June 2023 commencing at 6.00 pm at the Shark Bay Recreation Centre in 
accordance with section 5.27(2) of the Local Government Act 1995. 

5/0 CARRIED BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 
 
 
 
Background 
The 2021/2022 Annual Report, which includes the annual financial statements and 
auditor’s report, has been prepared in accordance with section 5.53 of the Local 
Government Act 1995 and is attached under separate cover.  
The Audit Committee recommended that the Annual Report, the Annual Financial 
and Auditors report for 2020/2021 be adopted by Council. 
 
The Annual Report highlights the Shire’s achievements in 2021/2022 in line with the 
outcomes in the Strategic Community Plan. 
 
Following the acceptance of the Annual Report the Council must have a meeting of 
electors not more than 56 days after the acceptance of the Annual Report for the 
previous financial year. This means that the last day that the Council can hold an 
electors’ meeting is 12 July 2023. 
 
Comment 
The annual financial statements are included in the Annual Report and reflect an 
unqualified audit report. 
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The management letter mentions four areas in which the auditors recommend 
improvements being: 

 
• Fair Value of infrastructure assets, land and buildings – frequency of valuations; 
• Risk management framework; 
• No quote obtained prior to purchase; and 
• Conflict of interest declarations not completed by procurement evaluation panel 

members. 
 

A full copy of the Management Letter is attached to this agenda item for your 
information which incorporates the details of the findings as well as Managements 
comments. 
 
Legal Implications 
Sections 5.53, 5.54 and 5.55 of the Local Government Act 1995 refer to the acceptance 
of the annual report. 
 
Policy Implications 
There are no policy implications associated with this report. 
 
Financial Implications 
The annual report includes the Shire’s audited annual financial statements, which 
present the Shire’s financial position as at 30 June 2021 and is a useful tool for 
evaluating the Shire’s operations. 
 
Strategic Implications 
Strategy 4.1 / 4.2 The Shire is a strategically focused, unified Council and 
organisations, functioning efficiently and effectively 
 
Risk Management 
There is a low risk associated with this item. Council needs to adopt the annual report 
to maintain compliance with the Local Government Act 1995. 
 
Voting Requirements  
Absolute Majority Required 
 
Signatures 
 
Author       A Pears 
 
Chief Executive Officer    D Chapman 
 
Date of Report      11 May 2023 
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AC6.0 NEXT AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING 
The next meeting of the Audit Committee will be held as required. 

 

AC7.0 CLOSURE OF MEETING 
As there was no further business the Chairperson, Cr Cowell closed the Audit 
Committee meeting at 2.15 pm. 
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